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DEPARTMENT DEVOTED 
TO THE CRAFTSMAN 



AN EGYPTIAN COLLECTION 



One of the most marvellous and superb col- 
lections of Egyptian antiquities is that of 
Signor Edgar Perera, who occupies sj)ace in 
the Henry Deakin Gem Shop temporarily, for 
the holiday season. Signor Perera has visited 
Chicago previously and the cultured rich have 
quickly grasped the idea that his collection is 
not only remarkable in its entirety, but genuine. 
In the columns of the daily press, exposure of 
fraudulent canvases and other works of art oc- 
curs frequently, and quite recently. Dr. De 
Groot, an eminent authority, stated he was in- 
expressibly saddened to find so much that was 
not genuine in the United States. Signor 
Perera, a connoisseur of art, especially of 
Egyptian antiquities, painfully remarks that 
the same criticism that was made about the 
pictures in American collections could be 
made about the great number of so-called real 
scarabs and ancient jewelry, which are sold at 
fabulous prices by dealers who know absolute- 
ly nothing about the origin, or the authenticity 
of the object they offer as genuine. None but 
a person who has made a life study of Egyp- 
tian history and art and who has handled great 
numbers of ancient stones, is justified in intro- 
ducing the sale of scarabs. 

This apparently insignificant object has more 
meaning and is more universally known than 
any other Egyptian relic. Scarab is the name 
given to many models of a certain beetle found 
in the Desert Land. The scarab was made 
of paste and glazed with different colors, blue 
and green being the rarest. 

The flat base of the scarab was inscribed 
with names of priests, kings, or gods. It was 
worn by the living as an ornament, o\ying to 
its magic power, and then placed with the 
dead. The attribute of the scarab is the 
quality of immortality. 

An examination of Si?nor Perera's collec- 
tion impresses one with its beauty and remark- 
able specimens of the scarabs and amulets, 
and by the exquisite manner in which each one 
is mounted. Never before has a Chicago art 
lover had an opportunitv to see and obtain 



rare and real relics as are here on exhibition. 

Signor Perera is in demand for lectures on 
this fascinating topic of Egypt and historical 
art objects, notably at the "University Club," 
at Chicago, where he displayed nearly two hun- 
dred slides as illustration. He is so thorough- 
ly acquainted and enthusiastic over these 
unique and remarkably beautiful specimens, 
that he devotes most of his time to still fur- 
ther investigation, although he has spent a 
great many years in Egypt in company with 
the most famous Egyptologists. At his head- 
quarters in the Fine Arts Building, the show 
windows are rarelv free from spectators, to 
whom, on entering Signor Perera most en- 
thusiastically gives all the information re- 
quested which is a delight to art lovers and 
students as well as collectors and connoisseurs. 

His collection of scarabs was started many 
years ago as a hobby, and it is but recently 
that he decided to have the stones mounted 
with his own designs, after the classical model 
of some of the jewels exhibited in the museum 
of Cairo, and the British Museum. Every 
piece is a work of art, and bears a decided 
mark of individuahtv. The purchaser receives 
an artistic card, with this inscription : "This 
piece comes from the collection of Signor 
Perera and is guaranteed authentic." Thus 
Signor Perera challenges criticism of the ab- 
solute antiquity of his beautiful pieces. 

Among the rarest objects in the collection 
one can see several royal scarabs of Thomes 
the III, 1550 B. C, and one of Queen Thy 
found at Tel-El-Amarna. and which is con- 
sidered one of the best cartouche obtainable. 
Some of the other jewels are pure gold orna- 
ments found in sarcophagi of the Assyrian 
period in Egypt which have been ingeniously 
and artistically mounted into rings, bracelets 
and pins. 

Here is where modern woman revels in 
beauty and originality of design. Associated 
with the kings and queens of antiquity, these 
lovely chains, amulets and bracelets, pins, scarf 
pins and hair ornaments appeal to her and 



DEPARTMENT OF THE CRAFTSMAN 



she bears something; away, with the feeling 
that a psychological influence, some previous 
re-incarnation, an occult atmosphere envelops 
her. She hesitates no more as to choice for 
she is assured that an authentic guarantee 
means she has a genuine scarab, or a hand- 
wrought necklace some beautiful queen or 
great king has worn. The eerie exerts an 
influence over her, that intangible presence of 
a previous existence, that indefinable, sympa- 
thetic, subtle association which touches all 
mortals at certain times. Therefore, she in- 
vests and wears her charm of immortality. 

Impregnable man. the captain of industry, 
the millionaire, who holds the germ of im- 
agination in his fast-beating heart, examines 
these queer and remarkable objects and in- 
vests for luck, for beauty, for the romance 
hidden within, the mystery of a beautiful wo- 
man who, wore it mayhao, and then he has it 
as a pocket piece, but his cabinet is not over- 
looked for here he installs many rare scarabs, 
exquisite wrought gold an'' beautiful stones. 

Signor Perera most delightfully expatiates 



upon the charm, beauty and variety of his valu- 
able collection but he tells with pride of his 
brother's magnificent collection of coins, found 
at Aboukir January, 1902, in a jar, twenty 
Greek coins and two Roman which Herr Dus- 
sel, director of Berlin Museum, wrote of in 
Revue Numismatique de Berlin, in 1907. These 
treasures were made by Caracalla in honor of 
Alexander the Great. 

Signor Perera has a bracelet which contains 
a scarab belonging to Thomes III of the 
XVIII dynasty, 1500 B. C. There is also a 
scarab necklace which contains some of the 
smallest scarabs in existence. 

It is not possible to speak of this collection 
which should be carefully studied to know of 
its wonderful beauty and historical aspect. 
Many collectors are interested owing to the 
undoubted genuineness of these art objects. 
Sigfnor Perera is delighted to assist in assem- 
bling collections and his absolute knowledge 
personally is of the greatest benefit to con- 
noisseurs and collections of the museums, or 
private collectors. 



PORTO RICO LINEN INDUSTRIES 



Laces and jewels appeal to women in all 
walks of life and the importation of fine linens 
and laces and jewels never was greater in the 
United States, owing to the wealth and great 
prosperity of the past year. Fine linen for 
the home, of artistic design and great beauty, 
adorns the humblest homes of this great land, 
because the note of culture is inherent, and 
the home reflects it as well as the individual. 

Miss Marguerite Patterson has an enviable 
reputation as artistic designer and furnisher 
of fine laces and linens. Her residence in 
Porto Rico for a number of years enabled her 
to study the native women at their primitive 
looms and pillow cushions in the making of 
linen and lace. In her shop in the Fine Arts 
Building, on the tenth floor, where she re- 
cently has joined the older colony of crafts- 
man and artists, may be found some exquisite 
and original designs in laces which Miss Pat- 
terson has brought from Porto Rico. The 
women workers in our new possession have 
most excellently woven and worked her lovely 
patterns throughout many linen fabrics as well 
as the laces, which are from one quarter inch 
to several inches in width of pure linen thread. 
The lace strips for blouse, or shirtwaists, the 
bands for skirts, table qovers napkins, 
'kerchiefs, doylies, neckwear, are unusually at- 
tractive in the various motifs of the lily, the 
rose, the conventional and geometric designs. 
Delicate as Valenciennes, yet they are more for 
utility— these pretty bits, in numerous designs, 
are eloquent of poetry and romance as one 
recalls the dusky maiden bending over her 
cushion and pins drawing the slender threads 
in a charming design to grace the American 
girl at home, at school, in society, or abroad. 



Crochet laces, heavy and beautiful in texture, 
are also found here, with most beautiful em- 
broideries or shirt fronts, lingerie and table 
linen. An adequate description of this "White 
Shop" is difficult, as it must be seen to be ap- 
preciated. Here are found lovely, dainty de- 
signs for infant to old age. applicable in a thous- 
and ways. Monograms are an especial feature 
in design also. Possibly the most recent and 
novel idea of haberdasher to the home has 
been instituted by Miss Patterson, wherein she 
furnishes a home throughout with table and 
all linens from draperies at windows, to bed 
covers, pillows, scarfs, towels, doylies, chair 
covers and the immense amount needful in the 
dining room. That these are of uniform, or 
harmonious design goes without saying, but 
the economy of entrusting these commissions 
to an expert as an artist, cannot be too highly 
recommended. This feature in the home has 
been very successful and Miss Patterson has 
been kept very occupied with some large com- 
missions. 

In lingerie and tub frock patterns, jabots, 
neckwear, handkerchiefs and lace yokes, col- 
lars and cuffs, the Porto Rican laces and 
linens lend themselves beautifully as successful 
creations. The joy of possession to the aver- 
age woman is satisfying and her home or her 
family in spotless white daintily and uniquely 
decorated in exclusive designs appeal most 
strongly. 

Miss Patterson has a large force at Porto 
Rico which executes her orders rapidly and 
expeditiously, and in this manner she is en- 
abled to fill her commissions, aside from hav- 
ing a large and varied amount of articles 
adaptable for the gift seasons. 



